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TavespaY, Faprvany 25, 1876.) | [CONFIDENTIAL 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THB 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 


OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 20th February, 1875. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Lauh-i-Mahfuz of the 12th February says that Bareilly 
is notorious just now for thefts and badmashes It is said 
that people cannot sleep for dread of thieves, who are most. 
fearless and daring. The chaukidars are said to be afraid of 


these robbers, and the writer calls upon Government to 
interfere, ) ) 


The Akhbar-t- Anjuman-t-Panjab of the same date draws 
attention to the abuses of talbana. The writer considers it a 


matter of regret that the peons who collect the court fees 
are not paid fixed salaries. — 


The Hindu Prakash of the 13th February suggests that 
Government should interfere and put a stop to the absurd and. 
unmeaning amusements indulged in by native children, who 
assemble in streets and lanes, and gamble and play games 
which result generally in the corruption of their morals. The 
writer indulges in the hope that “ the Government and muni- 


cipalities will take up this matter, and effect a reform for the 
country and people.” 


( 8 ) 


~The Rohilkhand Akhbar of the.same date, under the head- 
ing “ Amritsar,” states that at. a. place. called: N aruwal, re 
Brahman boy, about 11 years of age, has embraced the Chri stan 
faith, ‘The writer hazards-a hint that perhaps ‘the hoy was 
under age, and did not know the re sponsibility he was taking 
upon hims elf; and: he further calls upon all Hindus and 
Musalmans to “ take warning and keep a good look out over 
their children, and save them from the snare of the Christian.” 


The Khair Khwah-i-Alam of the 1 sth Yebreairy ' is of opinion 
that any new rule which causes trouble to the wealthy and 
powerful is soon brought before Council and speedily rescinded. 
The income-tax and the 55 years’ rule are cited as instances. 
“ But,” the writer adds, “no one cares to ask about the 
daily increasing tax forced on the agriculturists, and such 
like necessary questions. No doubt-all this is due to what we 
call fate. When the British rule was established in Hindustan, 
Bengal, Bombay, and Madras were quite in the shade, but 
they have grown into mighty presidencies, where ease and 
plenty are to be found, while the unfortunate people in the 
neighbourhood of ‘Dehli, who once gloried in a crown, are 


taxed ‘in their misfortunes, regardless of the weight that 
already 80 oppress them.” 


The murder of a boy about seven or i sight years old for the 


sake of his ornaments is recorded as having been perpetrated 
at Mohalla Acharchiyan (Lahore). 


‘The Oudh Akhbar of the 16th iets comments upon the 
propriety of making Dehli the head-quarters of Government 
instead of Calcutta. The writer takes the opportunity of allad- 
ing to this subject in consequence of certain native papers of 
the North-Western Provinces having got up a discussion ‘on 
the point of Dehli being re-transferred to the North-Western 
Provinces , and bein g the seat of that, Government. “The writer 
after deploring the ‘decadence of this once famous city and 
monrning over its present fallen state, still thinks ity ‘in “its 
ruin, far superior to other cities of Tndia.-’ “He Boes < JOR. to 


| brook at the coming ‘Darbar. fen. 

The Akhbar-4-Am of the 17 th: February. ‘wplnge: to notice 
great misrule prévailing in the Budaun district. A great 
dacoity has, if is said, taken place—a village having been . des- 
troyed by fire by the dacoits and three men Kile, 


POLITICAL (FORBIGN). 


Tho Lauh-i-Mahfus of the 12th February. peniark upon 
the Baroda case as follows :— We have discovered that the 
treaty with Baroda does not admit of the Government. of 
Hindustan. taking upon itself the. power | to imprison. the 
- Maharaja, and it is said that a warrant is on its way out by 
the same steamer which brings Mr. Sergeant Ballantyne, the 
Chief’s counsel, to India.” The writer proceeds to. enquire 
why. such haste has been observed in arresting the Maharaja 
when the Government had not the power to arrest him ? 
Was it afraid that Mulhar Rao would escape? “We write 
this with all loyalty ; but this indecent haste. has. tended much 
_ to inflame the minds of all. Hindustani. Chiefs :-for there is not 
one who has not.the fear of his. own death before: him. His 
trial as that of a criminal goes even further to » dishearten 
| those who are ' loyally disposed to teen ag i 


‘The Abigan-el-Alibe> of the 9th Sitenses aa to xis 
notice.of Gove rnment that one Nana. Kanwalkar Rao collected 
large sums: of money by: tyranny and. oppression. and sent 
it all away from Bareda.; The writer advises. Government. to 
order a strict. search to be made for these large sums of money, 
: ‘because ‘those. who collect. them are they who have brou ought 


~ partion: to. aan aaah “valued at some “40 lakhs of 
_Fupees were. made. during. the past year ; for if there is tio 
vlan of this forthcomin g, | it rests ‘with the: State serv ants to 
doas they please with the y money: “Even now tony ‘miay" be 
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( 94 ) 
found secreted in Baroda to which thes 40 lakhs are nothing: 


in n comparison.” 


. The Khair Khwah-i-Alam of the 15th subtly, teitttg 
abot Baroda affairs, remarks that “ British Residetits are . 
much given to keeping down the chiefs over whom ‘they are 
placed. Moreover, the chiefs are considered mere secondary 
personages with the Residents, and many of them are more 
like slaves ; while, on the contrary, some there are who will 
not be put down by any Resident. It is also a well-kiown 
fact that the -menials of a Resident commit excesses ovef the 


court people to a great extent, and fancy themselves. govertiors, 
and clash continually.” 


i The same paper alludes to a report that the Wazir of the 
Nabha Chief, named Sewa Singh, has taken by force certain 
lands in the Nabha country, and established villagers of his 
own, turning out the former owners. Several of these are 


about to take their case up to the Pan) ab Government for 
redress, 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the same date publishes the 
following concerning Baroda :——“ The private secretary to the 
Maharaja, named Damodar Panth, has given in his evidence 
a clear statement of facts connected with the poisoning of 
Colonel Phayre, inasmuch as that he has verified the truth of 
his being the party who administered it, owing to the enmity 
he bore the Resident; adding that this was the third attempt 
that had been made—in the first instance with snake poison, 
in'the second another kind was tried, and the last diamond 
dust.” The above i is quoted from the Cudh Akhbar. 


‘The Ab-i-Hayat-i-Hind of the same date, silat to. 
Baroda affairs, offers a petition on the part of the independ- 
ent chiefs to the Government, praying that in future those 
who may not be guided by the advice of Residents placed over 

them may not be arrested and dealt with as the Maharaja of. 
Baroda has been, The writer thinks that an offender should . 


( 8) 


be ‘taken ‘aside, admonished ‘and advised,” ‘quite away. from 
other persons, so that he might not have tis chance of being 
led away by the evil workers to. he found about every Native 
State. If he should fail to listen or presume’ to disobey’ 
orders, let it then only become a necessity to deprive him of his 
state. This would no doubt entail trouble on Government, but 
it would be found the only means of effectually preventing the 
descent of ruin on the house of a great chief, and it would be 
the means of displaying the feelings of justice of Government | 
towards the chiefs and people far more than is now the case. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 16th February notices the case 
of the heir-apparent of Kapurthala quoted from the Pioneer 
of the 12th instant, and the rumour which has got: abroad to 
the effect that the boy is not the son of the Maharaja at all. 
A commission is said to have been ordered by the Govern- 
ment of the Panjab to enquire into the matter. The editor 
adds that he is sure that some enemy has given this out, but 
that the Government ought not to heed such absurd rumours. 


The Murakka-i-Tahzib of the 15th February says,— The 
time has arrived when it behoves the chiefs of Hindustan to 
walk with measured steps, and, as far as in their power lies, 
to keep the English nation satisfied, more especially the Resi- 
dents who are placed over them, otherwise they will see their. 
kingdoms taken from their hands, and not be able to’ do any- 
thing in self-defence. Let the fate of Baroda be a warning to 


them, and ‘let them be mindful of the consequences that may 
follow.” 


The Maksud-ul-Akhbar for the a week of 2 ai 
gives the following from Kohat :—‘‘It is said that about 30 
miles from: this station, i in one of the independent states, the 
Waziri tribe have established a strange mode of punishment 
for all. who may be arrested for murder or theft. The offen- 
der is taken outside the city into the jungles and i is made to 
stand-on-an-iron oven well heated, when his head is cut off 


Pd 4 . # + 
git € (oN, oth te 
\ 


witht a sword amid great rejoicings. “The liead ‘i ig ‘then ‘taken 


into the. city and hung up on some high place for inspection.” 
The Saiyid~ul- Akhbar of the 1st February ° writes condemn- 
ing” the policy. of the editor of the Rajputana Social Science 
Congress Gazette in recommending the Goyernment to take 
possession of the marble belonging to the state of an indepen- 
dent chief like that of Dhar. At the same time the writer 
adds,—“ Doubtless the chief would not refuse the demand if the 
Government desired to possess the marble for its use, but the 
Government is not likely to take it without making a return.” — 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Panjabi Akhbar of the 13th February, treating of 
Government schools, says that whatever the Lieutenant- 
Governor may have said regarding the pronunciation of words 
by pupils, it is highly desirable that a reform should take 
place. ‘ But we would add that this can only be effected by 
a reform as much needed in the tutors ; for they must. possess 
a fair pronunciation themselves before they can impart it 
to others. Perhaps His Honor is not aware of this great 
flaw which exists so extensively among the tutors of the pre- 
sent day—a flaw which has hitherto been allowed to remain, and 
it is only by the clear judgment of our Lieutenant-Governor 
that it has now been discovered, and a remedy sought after, 
which will, however, only have the desired effect when the 
Director of Public Instruction in the Panjab takes up the 
matter and gives it due consideration and regard.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Natyir-1-Akhbar of the 4th February tells a story of 
one Shah Mu’in-ud-din, a disciple of Shah Abdullah, who, 
with the consent of his Pir, went to the tomb of Shah Abdul 
Majid in the Moradabad District, and dug a grave, into which 
he got and remained for 40 days, drinking three mouthsful of 
water daily and two pice worth of food. At the expiration 
of 40 days the Pir took him out of his grave and paraded 


the cada ey homage. 
somewhat in health by this freak. 
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The Wakil-i- Hindustan of ‘the 17 th Februa 
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heading “ force of example,” states that the Superintend t 
of the Lunatic Asylum at J ubalpur 7 ‘has for some ‘time 
been rather eccentric; and still more strange is the circum- 
stance of his horse having gone quite mad within the last 


four days. People wonder at this greatly.’’ | 
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